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changed the definition of wetlands. I've eliminated fifty million acres, one half of the entire
wetland base of the United States.
We must protect those laws and at the same
time start to think even more broadly about how
we preserve space on this planet. The problem is
a land-use-planning issue, an environmental issue, and a spiritual issue. Such concepts are very
strange in our culture, particularly in the western
United States, but we have to have vision and the
courage to continue expanding the concepts.
e really have two tasks:
one-tough enough-is to
take care of what we have
within our jurisdiction in
the United States of America. There's a broader world
out there, and we can't tum our backs on that
broader world because there really aren't boundaries anymore. We live in a tmified world economy, but we also live in a borderless, ecological
world. Everything we do affects everybody else.
The extinction of a species is a permanent loss
for the entire world. It is millions of years of
growth and development put out forever. How do
we extend our reach around the world? How do
we react to the slaughter of elephants in Africa
for ivory signature stamps in Japan; the ravaging
of the white and black rhino populations for dagger handles for young men in Kuwait, Oman, and
the Middle East; the looming extinction of tropical parrots and macaws in South America? These
birds are captured for buyers in the United States
who will pay up to $30,000 for a hyacinth macaw. You can stand on docks outside of Manaus
and other towns in the Amazon and see confiscated crates with blue-and-yellow macaws, their feet
taped, their bealcs wired, stacked up like cordwood in boxes. They have a fatality rate of 50
percent by the time they're smuggled into Miami.
What can we do together to stop the incredible onslaught of destruction and violence all over
the world? To answer that question, I'd like to
tell you about a young man named Sam LaBudde and a piece of legislation called the Marine Mmmnal Protection Act [MMPA]. The Marine Mammal Protection Act was first passed in
1972 under the leadership of Rep. John Dingell
and amended several times at the instigation of
Rep. Gerry Studds and a few other thoughtful
people in Congress. They said, It's up to the Department of Cmmnerce to establish reasonable
fishing standards for the tuna industry-and, as a
footnote, we are mandating the Department of
Commerce to close American markets to the tuna products of any nation that does not comply
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with these reasonable fishing standards.
Although that bill was signed by the president, no one enforced it; nothing happened.
Then, in the late '80s, a young man named Sam
LaBudde, who lived in San Francisco, at the instigation of the Earth Island Institute, bought a
video camera and went to Ensenada. He hired
onto a Panamanian tuna boat posing as a fisherman, went to sea for three months, and filmed
the use of purse-seine nets to catch tropical, yellowfin tuna. The nets as they came up had
trapped vast numbers of dolphins, which were
drowned in the process (they are air-breathing
mammals), and Sam filmed some extraordinarily
gory scenes of the drowned dolphins being
dumped overboard as the catch was brought in.
He brought those films back; they played on
NBC some months later and created an outcry
from the American people. Sometimes people
seem to have an endless capacity to tolerate brutality and the suffering of animals, but other
times something comes at exactly the right moment and gets a reaction. In the wake of that outcry, lawyers went to court and forced the Department of Commerce to enforce the MMPA embargo provision, closing American markets to tuna exports from any nation using purse-seine
nets to encircle dolphins and without dolphinprotection provisions comparable to those of the
United States. Kicking and screaming, the Bush
administration finally locked down the trade embargo. The American people, through legislation
and court action, backed up by public understanding, have begun to change the fishing practices of every nation in the world because of the
power of our market, our consumers who insist
on dolphin-safe tuna. Purse-seine fishing on dolphins is on the way out because few nations are
going to be willing to violate these standards if
they're denied access to American markets.
We in the United States have the power to
stop such destruction by displaying the leadership to say that American markets are not going
to be open to people who brazenly and blatantly
violate common, accepted standards of conduct.
We're not going to be able to do it in the rest
of the world unless we take the moral high
ground at home. It's risky to dictate standards to
the rest of the world, but I think we have the capacity to do it if we have a policy that's not selective, not species-specific but rather one that says,
We're going to live on this planet in harmony
with the rest of Creation. We are going to be outraged and indignant at senseless cruelty to animals. In the process of exerting that moral authority, plus [using] the stick of closing our mar•
kets, we'll bring the rest of the world along.
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PRISONERS
OF WAR
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armary 2-24, 1993, I traveled mals are being· killed or snatched from
oughouHndone~ia to investi- their home~ for research, no one has
gate the legal traffic and export bothered to find out how many prim&tes
.
· of priinates·, from their capture are actually left. There' has been no wildto their ultimate destinatioh. life census in Indonesia since 1972.
·
My fieldwork first took me to Jakarta,
'This tr~de supplies animal subjects 'to the
laboratory-research facilities ·of the Up.it- on the island of Java, and to Deli Island,
ed States (and of other countries, al- off Java's. coast. Jakarta is home to the
though the United States is by far the d€alers who export the monkeys, but, notl
largest recipient· of wild-caught imd· cap- home to the monkey~. Therefore, by thtt
'tive-bred monkeys).
.
. time they reach the expor;ters' facilities,'
Indonesia was a logical place to begin the monkeys have already experienced
the investigation. In the past five years·, immeasurable suffering. ,
Indonesia has exported more than 50,000
To docun1ent fully the trade in wild
monkeys worldwide; the . majority · of primates, I then traveled by car ahd boat
tliem have come to the Uriited States.· to ·the northern part of Indonesia, the isThere are cui-rently five licensed primate land of Sumatra, where the monkeys live
'e~porters operating i~ Indonesia. (Only. in the wild, and then overland to the cities
four are actively exporting at this time.) of Palembarrg and I;mnpung on Sumatra,
Over th~ last two years, there has been a to document their capture.
. In a related expedition, I also flew to
significant reduction in the numbers of
animals · being · ex-. ·'
·
KalimantaiJ., the Inported from Indone-'
donesian part -of .the
sia; but experts in\ the.
island of Borneo.
industry predict a reThere I spent two remarkable days with
turn -to .. the high
1988-89 levels due
famed primatologist
to . anticipated inBirute. Galdikas,
creased government
Ph.D., and particiRat,funciing of research
ed, physically · f!nd
projects requiring ·
spiritually, in the. reprimates as the pritUrn of eig~t young
mary model.
1
orangutans · to· the
As · our demand
wild {see "sidebar).'
for prip1ates for reHSUS · President
search has increased,
Paul G. Irwin exam-·
so too has human en- '
ined the animal market~ in . Bangkok,
croachment, ·which
Thailand, and visited
results in massive
loss of primate habia wild-bird rehabilitatat..' Primates 'in Intion project in Singadonesia · are consid"
pore as I traveled exered pests and are
tensively. throughout
killed indiscriminate- David Wills writes up field notes on Indonesia. The condi. ly thi-ough agricultur- board a cargo boat en route to Deli. tions he witn~ssed
ah:o.ntrol programs.· Island, home of a primate-breeding, firsthand in Thailand
Although the· ani- program, off Java's coast. ·
were as deplorable as
.

thr.

These free-ranging
long-tailed macaques
are two of approxi. mately 6,000 in a pri- ·
vate captive-breeding colony on Deli
Island. Inset: a longtailed macaque captured by Indonesians
in Sumatra is des-

those I obser\red in lhdonesia.
An andllary assii;nment was tb examine )he capture -and sale pf wild birds ari.Q
other native wildlife.and.document the inherent brutalities of the large animal markets. In Jakarta I visited the infamous Pramuka bir.d market. wh~re literally tens of
· thousands. of exotic birds and mammals .
were offered for sale as food or pets or
simply objects of amusement. The market
covers more_ than three city blocks. It
seemed as though every species of bird
was represented. Cages of- birds and
maminals are piled two ·~tories high.
When I visited the market, it was hot
and raining heavily. The animals' deafen. ing cries of fright and. frustnition-hit mt:;
before I even reached the market. The
birds who had died over the previous
night were taken ·tfom the cages and
thiown with 'callous efficiency_ into the
stream below. I shuddered at the· cries of a
·baby river otter who had been \snatched
from the wild. He turned frantically in his
small cage, 'wailing in feat. and confusion;
unable to comprehend his fate. ·
The two primate· species most com. monly exported from Indonesia are the
·. Macae a fafcicularis, or ·long-tailed macaque, and the Macaca neme:Strina, or pigtailed macaque. Both' species have· been
extensively utilized·. in r~search: The va_st
majority of those who come from Indone".
sia come from wild-caught populations.
Habitat destruction, hunting, ,and capture for reseilfch have begun to put a terrible strain on tbe wi'ld populations of
these .two primates. As a consequence,
numerous captive-breedirig.facilities have
been e~tablished that acquire their breeding population from the wild and sell subsequent generations of offspring to the re1·
search community..
' It's· hard. to describe the ,chaos and
tragedy capture inflicts on wild primates.
Both species I observed are highly intelligent and socially complex creatures. A
great deal of their time each day is spent
grooming, touchi!lg, and interacting with
other members. of their communal family.
They travel in well-defined groups and
are both curious and cognitive in their re· ~ lationships with their envir'onment and
~- · each other.
fij
Capture methods vary. Often a group
~ of pii,II).ate trappers ~o9ates ~ "sleeping.
~ tree." Monkeys are dmrnal ammals: they

feed ~d move during daylight hours. As ten made of bamboo stalk,s ti~d. together
night falls they gather together for safety ·with rope and twine. The monkeys' faces
l:llld .comfort, usually at preselected evoke ·pictures of··prisoners of war in
"sleeping' trees." The trees afford· them World War II newsr.eels. Their soulful
protection from the. predators who are eyes peer out frantically from their cages.
more noctunial in their habit.s. As darkThe pri~oners are then taken to holdness masks their world, monkeys ti:tke ing facilities, operated by collectors,
comfort in the ,closeness of others of their whe~;e they are• put in, larger enclosures
kind. Like most people, monkeys tend to with other monkeys captured frorn differshare a fear of the qark.'(G4ven the muh- ent .locations. They wait, sometimes for
ber of other creatures that eat them, this is weeks, before agents representing the ex-

Frightened lo,ng-tailed m~caques are held at a c~llection site in Palembang.
Caged primates' may languish he.re for as long as three weeks before being
transported to Jakartci for eventual shipment to the United States.
.
1

probably a justifiable fear.) Once trappers
locate a tree, in the darkness after the
monkeys have bedded down, they surround the tree with .large nets.
-·
As· d~wn comes and the monkeys'
awake, drowsy ·and disconcert~d, 'they
.clim~ down to the ground to begin the
day's routin'e. They walk irito a virtual
wat zone. Monkeys are gqtbbed .by 'their
tails and have their art)ls pinned beh,ind.
them. Ifthey try to protect themselves or
their farnily members by biting, the trappers simply take a stick or stone and bash
in their teeth. They are then indiscriminately thrUst into temporary •holding
cages. As many as. fifteen animals are
stuffed into a cage less than one foot by
one foot by'three feet. The cages are of-

porters pick them up. The agents take only the ani~als' they feel are suitable for
research. The rest, who are too large, too
aggressive, or too ol9, are usually sold-for
food or simply klllecL If by some chance
they escape or are released, they return to
a jungle. where their entire family and
communal unit has been destroyt;;d. ,
· During this waiting period, .the m~n
-keys are fed little or nothing a:nd depend
largely on rainfall for their drillking wa- .
ter.I visited several collection facilities in
Sumatra and saw firsthand the filth, inadequate care, and stress to which the ani. mals were subjected. One facility had two
lar.ge· metal pens holding the monkeys.
Inside each metal pen was a perch,. really
nothing more than a metal shelf, attached
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last for"'the entire journey, which, counting flight and waiting time, can be another three days. No one touches the animals
from the time they leave Indonesia until
-they reach their final destination. In August 1992 a shipment orl 10 monkeys left
Indonesia via an international. airline. Upon arrival in the United States_ 'all the
monkeys were dead.
The stress, fear, inadequate food, lack
of proper housing, neglect during transport, and "culling'' of those· anin.,1a:ls not
deemed suitable for tesearch'have-..reportedly contributed to a. mortality rate as
h\gh as 80 percent. As one primate .exporter said of another exporter during my
trip, "Ifhe's shipping 1,000 monkeys, you
can guarantee 5,000 were captured and
proc~ssed to deliver 1,000."
One or two of the exporters 1 visited
have begun to reduce greatly the mortality
rate by expediting the pace and· delivery
of wild"caught primates to their facilities.
Nonetheless, no one truly knows just how
high the mortality rate is from capture to
final destination, and no one can deny the
terror of the anirpals as they attempl to
Stacked wood is evidence' of. the extensive rain forest destruction in Indone- comprehend their despemte state. , ·
sia. Hc;~bitat destruction has put.a terdble strain on the country's wild popu.Before this trip to Indonesia, the·9nly
lations oflong-tailed and pig-tailed macaque monkeys.
.
monkeys that I had. seen had been the oppmiunistic beggars loitering in parks and
to the back of the cage. The monkeys Every time oneofthelarger males ran to around hotels in Afri.ca and in zoos
were exposed to the torrential· rains. ana the wall of his cage and screamed, she aroundJhe world, or th<: terrified, snarling
'the scorching sunlight be~ause there was. would moan piteously and hug her baby creatures in laboratory cages. While travno cover (the .narrow perch offered .some with both aims. She would then drop her eling through _Sumatra, on :a one-lane
protection but not nearly enough). Ap~ head and dose her eyes ..The proprietor of road deep within the rain forest, I looked
proximately sixteen to eighteen. monkeys the facility told me, "She hasn'ttouched a up and saw a wild long-tailed macaque
were housed in one pen. It was impossi- dr.op of food for two days; she probably rtin through the trees. I stopped my car
ble to cotmf. them accurately because in won't make it."
•
and grabbed my camera. As I peered
their panicked state they ran frm;tically
Once procured by the agents, the mon- through the viewfinder;} saw she was not
back and forth.
i<:eys ·are tninsported by truck and boat for alone-her· baby was with her. I saw the
The lack of adequate fd0d, the fear, as. long as three days to various facilities, love and cencern she expressed for her
and the housing Of unfamiliar monkeys where they are quarantined and screened offspring and the way .in which the two
together caused the larger monkeys sav- to determine the'it acceptability for sale to interacted with each oth€r· and their sur~
agely to bite. or beat the smaller ones off a researcher iri another country. ·The roundings. She was a beautiful wild creathe perch. After they fell, cripging and transfer from the expmiing country to the ture, sleek with good health. She .climbed
crying, these small--victims would whim- end user is fairly standardized. Those ani: gracefully through the canopy of the--forper and crawl to the edge of the cage. mals sent to the United States are tested est, her young one· scrambling awkwardly,
They would then curl lip in the fetal posi- for n}bercU.losis and screened for whatev- but happily, behind. Twice I watched the
tion and begin to tremble violently. The er specific requirements the U.S.-based young one misjudge ·his step and slip
monkeys who had been there the longest .importers ·have. The primates are then fr0111 the branch or vine he had tried to
haq gaunt bodies and hollow eyes.
loaded into individual· compartments in a grasp. Each tirp.e his mother's arm shot·
' .One very· young . mother had been shipping container.
out to pull him back to .safety. she would
placed in a dilapidated "chicken .coop"
The containers I observed J1ave six then anxiously groom his head and peer
cage. She looked terrified and -twitched single compartments on each side, twelve closely at his face to asstire herself that he
l).er head)fantically back and forth as she in totaL Food and water for each monkey was unhmi. I could hear her cooing softly
hugged her ·tiny baby tightly to ~er chest. · are placed . in .the container. They .must to him as she did so. Like a11 impatient
24
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teenager, he was eager tp be off to ex- feel, their fear. I cou:1d not, but I knew h:~
plore the next branch, to jump to the next yond a. shadow of a doubt that their world
tree, and he w.ould quickly escape his was being violated unconscionably.
Now home, ·where I am once again
mother's grasp .and dart away. Her behav'ior was so _humanlike, his curiosity so safe and dry, I realize the piles of statistics
childlike, he£ love as strong as- the love heaped on my desk that reflect the morany rnc;>ther ever gave to any child, that I tality rates of wild-caught _monkeys canshuddered as I imagined them_ captured iiotbegin to suggest the cost,in lives andby nets, thrust into banilioo crates, and the quantity of suffering that are part and
propelled into a world that is forbidding,' parcel of the wild-caught-primate trade.
fo~eign, and hostile. I tried to picture, to
HSUS/HSI's mission is to eliminate

LENDING A HAND
TO ORANGUTANS

T

he Indonesian locals c~ll orangutans the wise old men ofthe jungle, and, as I looked into the faces
of eight young orangutans sitting in their
cages, their eyes did reflect a wisdom
and perception beyond their years.
Each pair of eyes was fixed on one
figure, Birute Galdikas, the world's leading authority on orangutans and the
woman recently heralded as "Leakey's
Last Angel" by the New York Times
Magazine. "The Professor," as she is respectfully called by her associates, had
rescued and nursed back to health each

of the young orangutans. (Indonesian
authorities had obtained the primates
from Taiwan, where they once were
pets.)
We were to release the young orangutans into a guarded sanctuary five
miles deep in the jungle. "The Professor" had given me the honor of carrying
two of them. "We are one man short,"
she explained. "No problem," I replied.
Two-and-a-half miles into the jungle,
after wading through long, deep
swamps, being bitten by seemingly
thousands of angry mosquitoes, and
wrestling with a seven-and-ahalf-year-old' orangutan
named Esther, who
wanted to go any-

Orangutans peer anxiously fro"! their cage en route to a release site in
Kalimantan, Borneo. Inset: primatologist Birute Galdikas is the world's
leading authority on orangutans and the species' devoted protector.
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needless .:rueltY and suffering a111ong lrving creatures. We hope that the disturbing
images ·of the· wild-caught -primates abducted from their homes, captured on film
and forever . etched in my mind, will
demonstrate the need for a compassionate
. and comprehensive-.:solution to a little~
publicized problem. -A ban on the'importation of Wild-caught pnmates is a desperately needed first step.-David K. Wills,
vice president, Investigations, H$US/HSI
where but with me, I no longer had the
breath or strength to say, "No problem."
In the ninety~degree heat and 90 percent
humidity of Borneo's jungle, I was down
to grunts and nods of the head as my only forms of communication.
As I hoisted the reluctant Esther onto
my back for the second half of the journey, I reflected with admiration on the
dedication and the fierce drive of Dr.
Galdikas. "The Professor" has been
studying orangutans in Kalimantan (the
Indonesian part of Borneo) for two
decades. In addition to having unconditional empathy for orangutans, she
has also become a fearless advocate for the protection of
the world's rapidly disappearing rain forest.
However, as I methodically trudged through the
jungle behind Dr. Galdikas, who carried a
baby orangutan with his
anns wrapped around her
neck, eyes closed and head
snuggled against her shoulder, I realized her compassion
and cmbmitment went beyond academics. Her actions were fueled by the
realization that each of her orangutans is
as individual and· special as any life on
this planet.
When we finally arrived at the release site deep in the forest, I marveled
at the new releases as they cavorted,
climbed, and took to their .new world.
As I picked off two leeches, unwelcome hitchhikers on my back, I realized
that Dr. Galdikas is more than Leakey's
Last Angel; she is, for the orangutans,
their last hope. I desperately hope she
•
succeeds in saving them.
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seem
other
their species faces
possible extermination by poachers. Inset: a poached rhino
is one of thousands
killed within the last
two decades. Nearly
150 rhinos have
been poached in
three years
park alone.

OHSITAIWAN
.
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BOYCOTT
ANNOUNCED

I

n response to plwnmeting rhinoceros
.populations worlawide, BSUS/HSI
has -called for an emergency boycott
against Taiwan, the leading importer
of-rhino hQm.
·, .
The trade in rhino hom causes devastating poaching of alJ.five species cif rhi-
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nci's. Such trade continues ·even.though all
rhino species are on Appendix I of the·
Convention _on ·International Trade in En~
dangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which bans the international
trade in their horn. Rhino poaching may
drive all'species: of rhinoceros to extinc~

lion in only five yeats, according to Esmond Bradley Martin, a United Nations
special envoy who recently returned from
· a three-month-long investigation of the
·decline of the species.
· .
Approximately 10,000 rhinos-of
three Asian and two African species-re- .
main in the wild. Thirty years ago. there
were about lO,P,OOO. The population of
African black rhinoceros alone has been
slashed from approximately 65,000 in
1970 to 2,400 today, a decline of 96percent in little more than twenty years. In
the past three years, nearly 150 rhinos
have been poached in one of Zimbabwe's
national parks alone.
..
Rhino poaching is inherently cruel.
Not. only ate rhinos shot with guns, but
they are .also trapped in wire leg Sll<!TeS,
where thyy may suffer for days before the ·
poachers return to spear the captives. and
gouge outtheirhoms with a hatchet. The
horn ·is shipped to Taiwan, China, and
South Korea, .wbere it is ground into a
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sold. for up to about $23,000 per pound. the end of the decade.
J:aiwan has_ a!so been implicated in the
Taiwan's stockpiles of rhino hom may
- arilount to some ten metric tons, taken froJ;ll trade of orangutans, a highly endangered
species. According to one primate spe~
perhaps more than 4,000 dead rhinos..
Until recently Taiwan allowed the sale, cialist, more than 1 ,000 baby orangutans
importation, and export of rhino hom; have been smuggled by ship int6 Taiwan.
owners of rhino ho:p1 of its powder sim- from ,Indonesia, where poachers capture
ply had to register with the government. the babies after shooting their mothers.
However, only a sinail fraction ofthe rhi" Taiwanese restaurant owners and pharma·no hom believed to be in Taiwan was eists often display the babies to attract
ever registered. B~cause enforcement has business. Featured ori a popular Taibeen inadequate; Taiwan has been ].ll1able wanese TV sh,ow, baby orangutans are _al~
to regulate_ the domestic sale cif rhino' so increasingly popular as pets·..
Bears from all- over the world, includhom, as mandiJ.ted by a new law. Unless
a. greater commitment is made, the ·gov- ing. the United States, are also exploited
ernment will be unable to ban the sale by Taiwan. Gallbladders, paws, and other
of the hom. Dr. Bradley Martin -met with bear parts are uSed in traditi_onal medicine
Taiwanese governmei1t officials about the and gourmet cooking. A bear gl;lllbladder,
trade and "was very, very disappointed used to treat infections, may sell for thou" ·
with their response. They are not willing sands· of dollars.
- ·-Unless Taiwan is pressured to curb its
to pJ.!t the resources into enforcing their
Jaw." Taiwan's unwillingness to .. stop its . insatiable demand for endangered species
rhino-hom trade places an unfair bur- and ·stop its destructive exploitation · of
den on the relatively ,poor African nations such animals once and for all; the species
that have rhino populations. Th~se na- will be driven to extinction.
.tions have been forced to spend a great
The HSUS/HSI boycott of Taiwanese
deal o(~oney to protect their rhinos from goods seeks to save such animals by
poachers who feed the Taiwanese market chan.ging consumyr behavior. The United
for hom. Some African wildlife guards States is on~ of Taiwan's. major trading
have been killed in gunfights with poach- partners. Our stores .are filled with
'ers who will do almost anythingto escape clothes, electronic devices, and sporting
goods labeled "Made in Taiwan." Better
wi~h their valuable loot.
Taiwan's ·intransigence over rhino than any other nation, we are poised to
powder that is used as a traditional medi- hom is _especial~ .-~:__--~-----------------
cine, mostly as a feverlreducing agent In ly disturbing in
Yemen, in southwest Asia, horns ..:.are light of the councarved into ceremonial dagger handles. . try's destruction
So lucrative is the international trade in of other endan· rhino hom that even juvenile and baby gered species.
Large quantirhinos m:e killed for tbeirtin'y horns.
In addition to the ban, enacted by ties of crushed
CITES in the mid-1970s,. on the interna- tiger .bones are
tional trade in rhino horn among the . used medicinaltreaty's ·- (now 117) .member nations, ly. One TaiwanCITES has asked all nations to ban the ese coinpany redomestic sale of. rhino honi and,to confis- cently advercate and destroy all rhino-horn stockpiles. tised that it imCommendably,. some Asian countries that · ports the bones of
formerly consumed vast quantities ofrhi- up to 100 tigers
no hom have · fully implemented the per year to make
CITES recommendations and· eliminated· its product. Sucf.!
a rate.ofuse may
their role in the ·destruction of rhinos.
Unfortunately, illegal trade in rhino horn lead to rapid
AK-47s, and ammunition are among the booty
continues in other countries. Dr. Bradley · extinction: the
Martin's investigation indicated that the 6,000 tigers in co~fiscated from p9achers in Africa. Wildlife guards have
largest importer of rhino horn is Taiwan, the wild today been killed in gunfights with poachers who y.~ill do almost
. where horn is openly displayed, bought, a~d may be go?e by a~ifhing to escape with t~eil:'valuable loot.
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flex our economic muscle to encourage
Taiwart to change. U.S. consumers must
realize that every time they buy a bicycle,
shirt, or golf bag that was made in Tai-

..

HANS-JURGEN
WEICHERT

F

wan, they are sanctioning the Taiwanese
government's irresponsible attitude toward the rhino crisis. We ask our members not to purchase any Taiwanese prod-

staff of HSI in 1991 as our representative for animal protection in the Far
East. He was instrumental in establishing a working relationship between HSI
and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. This cooperative endeavor recently resulted in improved slaughtering techniques and
equipment in the abattoirs of Laos.
HSUS/HSI salutes this man who advanced the protection of animals worldwide. We have lost a great colleague
and a personal friend.
•

ew of you reading this will have
known Hans-Ji.irgen Weichert, a
man who championed the protection of animals worldwide for the past
four decades. Serving as vice president,
Field Services, for HSI at the time of his
death, Mr. Weichert embodied dedication to animal protection and commitment to enlarging the community of
those who would join in this
crusade.
Having served as president of both the World Federation for the Protection of
Animals and the World Society for the Protection of Animals, Mr. Weichert never
abandoned his ongoing efforts to enlist government
support for animal-protection
initiatives in his own country
of Germany. With the assistance of the German government, he was provided access
to China and numerous Southeast Asian countries, where
he worked tirelessly to bring
about reforms in animal sheltering and control, slaughterhouse practices, and governmental policies.
Through the local organization that he headed for the
past several years, the
Deutsche Tierfreunde E.V,
Mr. Weichert and his wife,
Hannelore, continued to provide assistance throughout
their community and country John A. Hoyt (left) engages Hannelore and
' to animals in need.
Hans-Jurgen Weichert in discussion during
Mr. Weichert joined the the HSUS annual conference in 1987.
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ucts and avoid traveling "to Taiwan.
The HSUS/HSI boycott will remain in
effect until theTaiwanese government
• follows the <;::ITES recommendation to
locate, confiscate, and destroy all rhinohorn stockpiles;
.
• implements CITES ·r~quirements for
protecting species that are covered by the
treaty, including all five rhino species;
• increases penaltie:s for possessiDn of
and trade in endangered 'species; and
• provides funding to the nations trying
to protect rhinos from poachers.
There is no alternative but to stop this
destructive trade. Some nations hav« decided to dehorri their rhinos, but there is
no evidence that poachers will be deterred; in fact, sorne . dehorned rhinos
have been poached. One nation has even
proposed to swamp the illegal market in
poached horns by legalizing the international sale of rhino horn. But the leg(ll
trade would only act as a smokescreen for
the lucrative illegal trade in rhino horn.
Eliminating the market for_ endangeredspecies parts, such as rhino horn, tiger
bones, and bear gallbladders, is the only
way that these magnificent species will
survive to the next century.
Taiwan does not have an embassy in
the United States; formal diplomatic relations do not exist between our two countries. We urge you to write to Mou-shih
Ding,· Senior Representative, Com·dination Council for North American Affairs,
4201 Wisconsin Ave., NW, Washington,
DC 20016. Tell Mr. Ding that you want
the Taiwanese govermnent to enforce
strictly a ban on the· trade in endangered
species, especially rhinos. Ask that the
Taiwanese government donate money to
help protect rhinos from poachers.
You may als·o wish to write to President Bill Clinton (The White House,
Washington, DC 20500) to ask him to
seek a suspension of U.S. frade with Taiwan unless it strictly enforces a ban on
the sale of endangered species. Remind
him that rhinos are 1xotected by the U.S.
Endangered Species Act. The United
States has signed the CITES treaty that
bans international rhino trade. Taiwan is
undermining the good efforts made by
the United States to save rhinos from extinction.-Teresa M. Telecky, Ph.D., associate director, Wildlife and Habitat Protection, HSUSIHSI
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John A. Hoyt (right)
joins (from left to
right) Cecilia Delgado of ADA, Alvaro
Posada-Salazar of
WSPA, and an ADA
shelter worker during Mr. Hoyt's tour of
the ADA shelter near
downtown Bogota.

Delgado, president, supervises a stiff of
two dozen in an older, three-story house.
Together they improve the lives of nearly
l ,300 animals a month. With the help of
two staff veterinarians, they, treat Injuries
and neuter pets. (No dog leaves the shelter unless he/she has been neutered.)
Pets aren't the only animals in need.
ADA has worked with the owners of 800 .
horses who pull carts on Bogota's streets to
teach,
them to pr0vide better care and
.
'\
more h1nnane treatment to their charges.
Many circus animaJs found in distress
have been4reated, as well; some have
been rehabilitated and placed in local zoos.
John A. Hoyt, presiderit of HSI, and I
visited ADA recently in the company of
Alvaro Posada-Salazaf", regional director
as people from rural areas have crowded for the World Society for the Protection
into the city in search of a better life. The of Animals (WSPA). We saw a b1:1sy, monumber of dogs and cats has grown along tivated team of people making a real difwith the human population, straining the · ference for the animals of this burgeoning
efforts of local animal protectionists.
city and its surrounding area. ADA places
Near the downtown area, on a street for adoption nearly 50 percent of the
'choked with traffic, the Asociaci6n De- healthy dogs and cats it receives. Ms.
fens ora· de Animales y del Ambiente Delgado showed us pictures of some of
(ADA) n1akes its home. The .shelter for the shelter's activities as she provided a
sick, stray, and injured animals is .one ·.of narration in mile-a-minute Spanish (ably
only three shelters in Colombia. Cecilia translated into English by Me Posada-

PROGRESS TO
'

'

THE SOUTH

8

(')goti, Colombia, sits between
mountain peaks high in the
Andes. At its 8,600-foot elevation, visitors native to lower
lands find it necessary to pace
themselves when they first arrive,, but the
six million Colombians who live in and
near their capital city maintain the same
fast pace one can find in Chicago or New
York. As in many capitals all Dver the.
world, Bogota's population has exploded,
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Expected'at any moment was a shlpment
of 200 tropic;;tl bird.s that had been confiscated at a European airport.
Mr. Posada-Salazar, Ms. Osbahr, Ms.
Roda, and their staff take obv~ous pride
and pleasure in !heir new facility. The
HSUS and HSI also ha,ve reason to be
proud of this refuge. HSI Vice .President
John W Grandy, Ph.D., provided advice
and ~idance as the rehabilita_tion center
was planned and constructed. HSUS/HSI
has supported WSPA activities in Central
and South Ainerica for· years through
contributions to WSPA.
A new organization, Asociaci6n. Humanitari.a: Para 'la Protecci6n Animal de
Costa Rica (AHPACR), formed .and headed by Lilian Schnog, :has acquired the
A pacarana, qne of only eighteen living in captivity, shyly eyes a visitor to WSPA animal shelter in Heredia, near
WSPA's wildlife refuge on the outskirts of Bog~ta.
San Jose, Costa Rica. Mr. Hoyt and I at~
tended its dedication in December. The
Salazar). On our tour through the shelter, mals collected from farms, area residents, new organization is an affiliate· of HS!,
we saw the large portable X-ray machine and government agencies. Built primarily and its purchase of the shelter from
donated to ADA last year by HSI (see the for birds, the refuge nevertheless has not WSPA was partly predicated on contribuWinter 1993 HSUS News).
turned its back on other animals.
tions from HSI, which began in 1992 and
Although ADA has no official status,
As we walked through the extensive will con1:inue for several years.
.
it works· cooperatively with local police grid of cages, we saw a riumber'of squirThe animai. shelter 'serves primarily
and other governn1ental units. Citizens, rel monkeys, an ocelot, a beautiful yotmg dogs and cats. It was riearly full at the
officials, ·and-most of all_:animals ap- fox, and six pacaranas. The pacarana is time of our visit. Some dogs had their
preciate the great community service pro- one of the truly rare animals of the puppies with them in the cages. Most of
vided by the angels of mercy at ADA. As world---Dnly eighteen are known· to exist the cages are partly open to the delightful
we were leaving,
horse-cart driver in captivity. A large rodent with bushy·· mountain climate of the area. While we
stopped for a friendly chat with Ms, Del~ hair, the pacarana prefers to stay inside were there, HSI Vice President David K.
· gado. His horse, well.:fed arid healthy, un- his/her dark hideaway and squawks noisi- Wills -was assisting the staff veterinariC;lll
<:Ioubtedly was one of the beneficiaries of iy' when urged outside to meet a visitor. with his work. Mr. Wills's extensive backan ADA public-informaground in shelter manage·
tion program.
ment has been a real help to
the new association as it
On the outskirts of Bohas begun its. important
gota, a hodgepoqge of
work.
·
buildings stretches: as far
Ms.. Schnog and ·her
as the eye can see. This
team arranged. a delightful
was rural land only a few
Slinday afte:t;noon dedicayears ago, but it now sheltion celebration; many local
ters some of the new titypeople attended. Speaking
dwellers. In the midst of
through ·a volunteer interthis. expansion is WSPA's
preter, Mr. Hoyt and I
new wildlife refuge; near. talked of HSI'~ friendship
ing completioh and aland support for the shelter
ready·in operation.
and of the wonderful spirit
Biologists Karin Osand dedication to animals
bahr and Juana Roda su, shown by Ms. Schnog, her
pervise a small staff and'
iboard of directors, and the
provide rehabilitation, re~shelter staff.-Les Inglis,
-'1ocation, .and release to a John A. Hoyt meets a resident during dedication ceremonies at chairman, board of direcwide variety of wild ani- th«: AHPACR shelter in Heredia, Costa Rica.
tors, HSI

a.

30

HSUS .NEWS • Spring 1993

:

HSIEUROPE

HOYT CALLS FOR
NORWAY BOYCOTT

W

arning 'that Norway'~ plans to
resume commercial· whaling
will have serious economic
implications for that country, HSI President John A. Hoyt launched a boycott of
Norwegian products during his recent
visit to the European Parliament. Mr.
Hoyt appeared on BBC television with
David Morris, member of the European
Parliament from Great Britain. They
urged Europeans to join with consumers
in America to reject Norwegian products
in order "to send a clear message that
none of us will tolerate the slaughter of
whales." The boycott targets such products as Norwegian canned sardines, Norwegian salmon (canned, fresh, or
frozen), gouda and Jarlsberg cheeses
from Norway, and Norwegian crude oil
petroleum.
Mr. Hoyt attended a meeting of the
European Parliament's Intergroup for
Animal Welfare, the political caucus that
addresses environmental and animalprotection issues. Announcement of the
boycott was well received by Intergroup
President Anita Pollack, who said she
would urge the European Parliament's
Consumer Affairs Committee to help
spread the word about the need for economic action.
Mr. Hoyt presented certificates of appreciation to Ian Ferguson, director of
Eurogroup for Animal Welfare, which
acts as the secretariat for the Intergroup.
Mr. Ferguson retired from his position in
November. An award was also presented
to Mr. Morris for his leadership in reforming slaughterhouse practices in the
European Community, improving conditions for the transportation of animals to
slaughter, and gaining passage of a European Community law preventing European vessels hunting tuna or other fish
from setting their nets upon marine
mammals. Mr. Morris had planned to
participate in the HSUS conference in
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Boulder, Colorado, in October but had
to cancel his plans when he was asked to
lead a parliamentary mission to Namibia
concerning fishing issues.
Mr, Hoyt also met with the chairman
of the European Parliament's environment committee, Ken Collins, to bring
him up to date on passage of the U.S. International Dolphin Conservation Act of
1992, which enables the U.S. State Department to enter into agreement with a
foreign country to lift
the tuna embargo in exchange for that country's agreement to participate in a five-year
global moratorium on
purse-seining on dolphins (see the Winter
1993 HSUS News) ..

native tests had yet been developed:
thus, testing on animals could continue.)
The council decision contains no opposition in principle to animal tests of cosmetics, and the ban will not go into effect in 1998 unless members of the Organization of Economic Cooperation
and Development, which includes the
United States and Japan, agree on the
use of nonanimal, alternative tests. The
decision-making process on alternative

For a while it looked
as though Europe
would soon announce a
new law banning animal testing of cosmetics
in 1998. This happy
event slipped from
grasp, however, when
the Council of Ministers, which must approve all proposed laws A whale carcass is hosed down prior to butchering
for the European Com- at a whaling station. In some countries whale meat
munity, turned its back is considered a delicacy.
on a compromise developed by the European Commission and testing has been removed from the Eurothe European Parliament. Instead, it has pean Parliament and European Commisagreed to only a greatly watered-down sion and placed in the hands of a sepaprovision that may never go into effect.
rate, independent technical committee.
More than 50,000 rabbits, rats, mice, The ban is not a comprehensive one:
and other animals are killed in the Euro- even if a ban were to go into effect, cospean Community each year in cosmetic metics could be sold in Europe that had
tests. Although there has been tremen- been tested on animals in countries outdous public support for a ban on animal side the European Community.
testing in Europe, policymakers have reOutraged members of the European
fused to yield to public pressure. Only Parliament will attempt to amend the
the German member of the Council of council decision. HSI will continue to
Ministers argued in favor of the end to press for strong legislation in the Euroanimal testing of cosmetics by 1998. (A pean Community to ban cosmetics testtwo-year extension would have been ing on animals.-Betsy Dribben, Europrovided for products for which no alter- pean director, HSI

31

